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Desertobia ankeraria (Staudinger, 1861) is a Natura 2000 target species and it is included in Annex Il of EEC
92/43 Habitat Directive. It is a strictly protected species in Slovenia (Celik, Verovnik, Gomboc, and Lasan,
2005), Croatia (Mihoci & Franjevi¢, 2011) and Hungary (Varga, 2010). Its distribution ranges over ltaly,
Austria, Slovenia, Croatia, Hungary, Romania, Turkey, Armenia, Turkmenistan and Iran (Beshkov & Zlatkov,
2011). Recently D. ankeraria has been reported in Bulgaria (Beshkov & Zlatkov, 2011), Greece (Toth,
Babics, and Benedek, 2013) and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia (Beshkov & Gashtarov, 2014).
This species inhabits xerothermic oak woodlands and maquis (Beshkov & Gashtarov, 2014; Toth et al,
2013). Adults appear in one generation from the second half of February to the beginning of April.

Desertobia ankeraria is similar to the four species Erannis defoliaria (Clerck, 1759), Phigaliohybernia
aurantiaria (Hubner, 1799), P. marginaria (Fabricius, 1777) and Alsophila aceraria (Denis & Schiffermlller,
1775). The male antennae and brushed male genitalia of D. ankeraria and the first three mentioned species
are illustrated in Beshkov and Zlatkov (2011), Beshkov and Gashtarov (2014) and Beshkov (2011), and
dissected male genitalia in Leraut (2009). It is not necessary to dissect the genitalia or to brush the tip of
abdomen in order to determine the male genitalia. The most prominent difference in D. ankeraria males are
the antennae, which are slightly bipectinate with short lamellae (Beshkov & Zlatkov, 2011), displaying a more
slender appearance than in other the abovementioned species. Moreover, D. ankeraria is syntopic and
synchronic only with Agriopis marginaria (Fabricius, 1776), which has black marginal dots on the fore- and
hind wings in contrast to D. ankeraria. Females are wingless, covered with light grey hairs with black spots.

The imposing rocks called VraZji Kamen are situated in the upper part of the P¢inja River Valley near the
village of Trgoviste (UTM 34TEM89, E 22°03'01”, N 42°23'13”, 711 m) (Fig. 1). The geological substrate is
Molasse (Babovi¢ & Cvetkovi€, 1976). According to Zlatkovié (2011), Carpino orientalis-Quercetum mixtum
Misi¢ 1967 is present at VraZji Kamen. On 5 March 2016, several types of traps were operating: (a) three
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traps with pot and funnel with one 8W actinic/or 368 nm and one 8W “blacklight” tube powered by 12V
batteries; (b) a 220V generator was used for powering a “tent-like” trap with 160W MVL at the top and a pot
with funnel with 20W-368 nm blacklight below; (c) a pot with funnel with 20W 368 nm lamp used at a distance
of 60-70 m from the “tent-like” trap. Three males (Fig. 2) were collected in the trap with actinic and “blacklight”
tubes, which was set up at the highest location. This is the first report of D. ankeraria in Serbia.

According to Leraut (2009), D. ankeraria occurs up to 600 m a.s.l. Toth et al. (2013) found it at 690 m. Vrazji
Kamen represents the locality with the highest known altitude in Europe where D. ankeraria is found. Near
the trap we found Quercus pubescens Wild., which was reported as a larval food plant of D. ankeraria by
Leraut and Celik et al. (2005). Q. petraea (Matt.) Liebl. was also mentioned as a food plant and Toth et al.
presumed that Q. coccifera L. may also be a food plant. It is certain that there is not enough knowledge about
the ecology of this species.

Here we propose the Serbian name of Ankerov mrazovac for Angoran Umber. The main reason why this
species has not been reported in Serbia until now is that, to our best knowledge, there has been no study of
moths in this part of Serbia. The period of the year and the short flight period are probably the most important
reasons for it is being neglected in the overall areal. Several new and rare taxa for Serbia were registered in
this area this year (Beshkov & Nahirni¢, 2016). Having fieldwork experience in the PCinja River area, we were
able to predict its presence here. It can be expected along the P¢inja Valley and surrounding mountains in
similar habitats, especially on Mt. Starac. Part of this area, the “River P¢inja Valley”, is protected as
Landscape of Outstanding Features. The habitats of D. ankeraria need protection according to the EEC
92/43 Habitat Directive and Natura 2000 Areas need to be established for them. VraZji Kamen has been
recognized to be of interest for nature protection and therefore investigations to evaluate the status of
protection of this locality were carried out last year by the Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia. For the
time being, this area does not meet all the necessary conditions to be protected.
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Figure 1. Habitat of Desertobia ankeraria (Staudinger, 1861) at Vrazji Kamen in the upper part of the P¢inja River Valley
(Photo: Beshkov S.).

Figure 2. Male Desertobia ankeraria (Staudinger, 1861) from
Vrazji Kamen in the upper part of the P¢inja River Valley,
5 March 2016 (Photo: Beshkov S.).
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NPBWN HANTA3 DESERTOBIA ANKERARIA (STAUDINGER, 1861)
(LEPIDOPTERA: GEOMETRIDAE) Y CPBNJA

AHA HAXWPHWT 1 CTOJAH BELLKOB

MN3Bog

Desertobia ankeraria (Staudinger, 1861) je Hatypa 2000 Bpcrta u HaBeaeHa je y [MpekTuBuM 0 CTaHMLITMMA
EY EEC 92/43 v [opatky Il . 3awTuhena je y CnoeeHuju, XpBaTtckoj 1 Mahapckoj.

Mo npeu nyT je 3abenexeHa y Cpbujn y aonuHu peke Munkbe 6nnsy TproBuiiTa Ha nokanutety Bpaxiu
kameH. BpcTa je npumamrbeHa y csetnocHy knonky 5. mapta 2015. rogume. D. ankeraria Hajuelhe
HacerbaBa paspefieHe KCepoTepMHE XpacToBe LyMe, a ryCeHule Ce XpaHe NMCTOBMMA XpacTa MeayHuUa
Quercus pubescens Wild. n kutwaka Q. petraea (Matt.) Liebl. Takso ctaHuwuTe W XpacT MeayHal, cy HaheHn
Ha Bpaxjem kameHy TOKOM HaluuX NPETXOAHUX UCTpaxmBara hayHe nentupa y jyxHoj Cpbuju.
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