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TWO DIFFERENT COLOUR MORPHS OF STIRETRUS DECEMGUTTATUS
(LEPELETIER & SERVILLE, 1828) (HEMIPTERA: HETEROPTERA:
PENTATOMIDAE: ASOPINAE) FEEDING AND MATING AT THE SAME TIME
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The genus Stiretrus Laporte, 1833 belongs to the subfamily Asopinae within the Pentatomidae. It includes
eight species. Six of them occur in South America: S. bifrenatus Breddin, 1906, S. cinctellus Germar, 1839,
S. decastigmus (Herrich-Schaeffer, 1838), S. decemguttatus (Lepeletier & Serville, 1828), S. erythrocephalus
(Lepeletier & Serville, 1828) and S. loratus Germar, 1839. Stiretrus quinquepunctatus Germar, 1839 can be
found on the island of Hispaniola (Haiti and the Dominican Republic), while S. anchorago (Fabricius, 1775) is
the only species of the genus which is distributed in North America (United States of America) and Central
America (Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica, Panama) (Grazia et al., 2015;
van der Heyden, 2016).

Stiretrus decemguttatus has been reported from Suriname, Brazil, Peru, Bolivia, Paraguay, Argentina and
Uruguay (Grazia et al., 2015). It is an important predator of Chrysomelidae (Coleoptera) (Paleari, 2013). The
species is known to be highly polymorphic. After colour patterns of hundreds of adults of S. decemguttatus
were observed, 17 morphs which show uniform or variegated patterns were classified by Paleari (2013).

On December 2nd, 2017, Oscar C. B. Neto was able to make an interesting observation in his backyard in
Benedito Novo, Santa Catarina, Brazil. Two different colour morphs of S. decemguttatus could be
photographed while they were mating and feeding at the same time (Fig. 1). One specimen was feeding on a
larva, while the other one was feeding on an Asopine, probably another colour morph of S. decemguttatus or
a specimen of S. erythrocephalus. Both species have similar blue colour patterns which differ in tibial
expansions and median abdominal spine (Thomas, 1992), characters which are not visible in Figure 1.
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Figure 1. Mating pir of Stiretrus decemguttatus (Lepéletier & Serville, 1828
02.12.2017. (Photo: Oscar C. B. Neto).

), Benedito Novo, Santa Catarina, Brazil,
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CUMYJITAHO NAPEHE 1 NCXPAHA
KO ABA MOP®OINOLKA TUIMA OBOJEHOCTU
STIRETRUS DECEMGUTTATUS (LEPELETIER & SERVILLE, 1828)
(HEMIPTERA: HETEROPTERA: PENTATOMIDAE: ASOPINAE)

TopcTeH BaH fep XajaeH

3Bon

Oscar C. B. Neto je 02.12.2017 »mao npunuky ga npUMETU WHTEPECAHTHY CUTyauujy ¥ CBOM ABOPULLTY Y
mecTy beneauto Hoso, CaHta KatapuHa, bpasun. [1Ba mopdonoluka Tvna obojeHoctn BpcTe Stiretrus
decemguttatus cy coTorpacdcaHa y TOKy CUMyNTaHOr napewa W xpawewa (Cn. 1). JeoHa jeauHka ce
XpaHwna napBoM, JOK CE pyra XpaHunia BepoBaTHO ApyriM MOpomoLwKum Tunom BpcTe S. decemguttatus
unu jeauHkom Bpcte S. erythrocephalus. Obe BpcTe Cy cnuyHO Nnaso 060jeHe, a pasnukyje ce y Aenosuma
TMOuja n cpeauiutbem abgomuHanHum rpebeHom (Thomas, 1992), kapaktepu Koju Ce He Buae Ha
MPUNOXEHO] CAMLM.
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