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Zygaena brizae (Esper, 1800) is a small species of the genus Zygaena Fabricius, 1775. Its body is black and
densely haired. The ground colour of the forewings is translucent black with three red streaks. The hindwings
are red with a black border. Z. brizae has one generation per year and is on the wing from May to July
depending on region and altitude. It inhabits grassy habitats and woodland clearings. The larval foodplants
belong to the family Asteraceae (NAUMANN et al., 1999).

Zygaena brizae is a ponto-mediterranean species that occurs in France, Italy, Austria, Poland, Czech
Republic, Hungary, the Balkan Peninsula, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Russia, Ukraine, Georgia, Armenia
and Azerbaijan (NAUMANN et al., 1999). It has not been recorded for Montenegro so far. Distribution maps in
NAUMANN et al. (1984), NAUMANN et al. (1999) and FREINA & WITT (2001) show that Z. brizae is distributed
throughout the Balkan Peninsula but there is no text to support its presence in Montenegro. In neighboring
countries it is present, but rare, in Croatia (DUPONCHEL, 1844-1846; CARRARA, 1846; MANN, 1869; STAUDER,
1921), Bosnia and Herzegovina (REBEL, 1904; SCHAWERDA, 1916; HOLIK, 1937; RAUCH, 1977; LELO, 2004),
Serbia (JAKSIC & RISTIC, 1999; NAHIRNIC et al., 2012) and Albania (DABROWSKI, 1996; HOFMANN & TREMEWAN,
1996; FREINA & WITT, 2001). There are about 30 publications which contain data about Zygaenidae of
Montenegro (e.g. BRETHERTON, 1973; CARNELUTTI & MICHIELI, 1958; JAKSIC, 1990; REBEL, 1913; VASIC et al.,
1990, NAHIRNIC et al., 2011b). In most of these papers special attention was given to Mt. Durmitor, Tara
Canyon and the coastal region.

During the last week of June 2013 the Danish Lepidoptera Society conducted research on Lepidoptera in the
Durmitor National Park. This excursion was accompanied by the first author of this paper. As unfavorable
weather conditions on Durmitor lasted two days, we went southward in order to find suitable conditions for
the collecting of day-flying Lepidoptera. We visited several localities between Mt. Durmitor and the town of
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NikSi¢. There are no data available about Zygaenidae of this region of Montenegro.

One male specimen of Zygena brizae (Fig. 1) was found on a meadow near the village Pod-Daznik in the
foothill of Burkovo brdo located in central Montenegro, 10 km NE of NikSi¢ (N 42°49'42”, E 19°03'57", 1340
m a.s.l.) (Fig. 2) on 27 June 2013 (leg. Nahimi¢ A.). The meadow is situated near a beech forest; it is
regularly mowed and with no signs of succession. The collected specimen can be referred to the subspecies
Zygaena brizae drvarica Rauch, 1977. This subspecies is characterized by a very broad hindwing border
which is broadest at the apex. Streaks on the forewing are dark red and narrow. This specimen is stored in
the special collection of Zygaenidae in the Tiroler Landesmuseen, Ferdinandeum, Innsbruck, Austria.

Figure 1. Zygaena brizae (Esper, 1800) & from Pod-Daznik.

As a result of the project Zygaenidae of the Balkan Peninsula, a few Zygaenid species were newly
discovered for Montenegro in the last few years (NAHIRNIC et al., 2011a; NAHIRNIC et al., 2013). The present
discovery of another new species in the central part of Montenegro underlines the lack of knowledge of the
fauna of Montenegro. More undiscovered species can be expected in this country. Therefore more regions
should be explored. Despite intensive research on Zygaenidae during the project Zygaenidae of the Balkan
Peninsula Z. brizae remains very rare on the Balkan Peninsula. More attention should be paid to its habitats
and population size.
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Figure 2. Distribution of Zygaena brizae (Esper, 1800) in Montenegro (triangle) adjacent areas (dots): 1) Sarajevo,
2) Nevesinje, 3) Vucija bara, 4) KoSutovacki potok (Ibar gorge). For Croatia and Albania no exact localities were
published.
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ZYGAENA BRIZAE (ESPER, 1800) HOBA BPCTA 3A LIPHY FOPY
(LEPIDOPTERA: ZYGAENIDAE)

AHA HAXUPHWUR 1 TEPXAPT M. TAPMAH

MN3Bog

Zygaena brizae (Esper, 1800) je penatuBHO Mana BpcTa poga Zygaena Fabricius, 1775. Teno je LpHO
rycto gnakaBo. OcHoBHa Goja mpedux Kpuna je LpHa ca Tpu LpBeHe npyre. Mma jegHy reHepauujy
roguLlbe 1 NeTu of Maja [o jyna 3aBMCHO Of nodpydja u HagMopcke BUCWHE. HacerbaBa TpaBHa CTaHuUWTa
W Wwymcke nponnaHke. HytputeHe 6urbke rycenuue cy u3 pamunuje Asteraceae (NAUMANN et al., 1999).

Zygaena brizae je NMOHTCKO-MeauTEpaHCKka BpCTa koje ce Moxe Hahu y ®paHuyckoj, tanuju, Ayctpuju,
Mosbekoj, Yewkoj, Mahapckoj, Bankanckom nomyoctpsy, Typckoj, Cupwjn, Jubany, Wspaeny, Pycujm,
YkpajuHu, Tpyaujn, Jepmenunjn n Asepbejuany (NAUMANN et al., 1999). Huje 6una 3abenexena y LipHoj Mopw
[0 caja. Y cycenHUM 3emrbama MpucyTHa je, anu petka, y XpaTtckoj (DUPONCHEL, 1844-1846; CARRARA,
1846, MANN, 1869; STAUDER, 1921), BocHn 1 XepuerosuHu (REBEL, 1904; SCHAWERDA, 1916; HoLIK, 1937;
RAUCH, 1977; LELO, 2004), Cpbujn (JAKSIC & RISTIC, 1999; NAHIRNIC et al., 2012) n AnbaHuju (DABROWSKI,
1996, HOFMANN & TREMEWAN, 1996).

JepaH myxjak Zygena brizae je npoHafeH Ha rmBagu 6nu3y cena Moa-fdaxHuk y nogHoxjy hypkosor 6paa
koje ce Hanasu y ueHTpanHom geny LlpHe lope, 10 km ceBepoucTouHo of Hukwmha (N 42°49'42",
E 19°03'57”, 1340 m H.B.) 27. jyHa 2013 roguHe (ner. Haxuphuh A.). OBaj npumepak npunaga noaspcTu
Zygaena brizae drvarica Rauch, 1977.
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