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Abstract

The oak lace bug Corythucha arcuata (Say, 1832), a species native to North America, is recorded for the first time in
Montenegro. Specimens were observed in Podgorica in July 2025 on Quercus robur, where eggs and nymphs were found
on the underside of leaves. This finding represents the last remaining country in the Balkan region where the species had
not previously been documented.
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Corythucha arcuata (Say, 1832) is originally from North America and has become an invasive pest in Europe
over the past two decades. First recorded in Italy in 2000 (Bernardinelli & Zandigiacomo, 2000), it quickly
spread throughout Europe. This insect increasingly threatens native oak species (Quercus spp.) by feeding on
their leaves, causing significant leaf damage and reducing tree vitality.

Material examined: Podgorica, Bulevar Svetog Petra Cetinjskog 2, Kraljev Park (42°26'17.8" N 19°15'49.68"
E), 28.7.2025, groups of eggs and nymphs (larvae) on the underside of the leaves of the Quercus robur, K.
Hradil observed and det.

New species for the fauna of Montenegro.

Oak lace bug (C. arcuata) was first detected on the Balkan Peninsula in the European part of Turkey
(Tekirdag Province) in 2011-2012 (Aysal & Kivan 2018, Cerci et al. 2021). It was subsequently recorded in
Bulgaria in 2012 (Dobreva et al. 2013), followed in 2013 by records from Croatia (HraSovec et al. 2013) and
Serbia (Pap et al. 2015). Further spread was documented in Romania in 2015 (Don et al. 2016), in Albania
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(Csoka et al. 2020) and Slovenia (Jurc & Jurc 2017) in 2016, in Bosnia and Herzegovina in 2017
(Glavendeki¢ & Vukovi¢-Bojanovi¢ 2017, Dautbasi¢ et al. 2018), in Greece in 2018 (Csoka et al. 2020), in
North Macedonia in 2019 (Sotirovski et al. 2019), and in Kosovo in 2023 (Geci et al. 2024). C. arcuata is
also distributed in other European countries, including Austria, the Czech Republic, France, Germany,
Hungary, Italy, Moldova, Poland, Portugal, Russia (European part), Slovakia, Spain, Switzerland, Ukraine
(Fig. 1), and in Asia: Iran, Georgia, Russia, and Turkey (Csoka et al. 2020, Gninenko et al. 2021, Hradil &
Jégrova 2023).

C. arcuata lives mainly on oaks (Quercus spp., 27 species, host plants) but has also been found on many
other plant species such as Castanea sativa, Carpinus betulus, Corylus avellana, Crataegus spp., and Tilia
spp. (e.g. Csdka et al. 2020 and Kulinich et al. 2023). However, it is not certain whether the entire life cycle
from egg to adult can occur on them or whether these were just accidental findings. It is possible that these
plants may facilitate the survival of this invasive species, which has spread throughout the Balkan Peninsula
in the last fifteen years. The finding of C. arcuata in Montenegro represents the species’ first record in the
last unreported country of southeastern Europe’s Balkan region.

Figure 1. Present distribution map of oak lace bug Corythucha arcuata (Say, 1832) in Europe (red — European
countries with recorded occurrence, orange — Balkan region with recorded occurrence)
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CORYTHUCHA ARCUATA (HEMIPTERA: HETEROPTERA: TINGIDAE):
HOBA CTPAHA BPCTA'Y LIPHOJ FOPY

KAREL HRADIL

N3Bop

XpacToBa MpexacTa creHuua Corythucha arcuata (Say, 1832), uHBasusHa Bpcta nopeknom u3 CesepHe
Awmepuke, no npeu nyT je 3abenexena y LipHoj Mopu. Mpumepuu cy youenu y Mogropuun y jyny 2025. roguHe
Ha xpacTty Quercus robur, rae Cy Ha Hanudjy nuctoBa npoHaheHe jaja n Humde. OBaj Hanas npeAcTaBba npeK
3anuc 3a nocneawy npeoctany Apxasy Ha bankaHckom NomyocTpBy Y Kojoj 0Ba BpCTa A0 caja Huje buna
permcTpoBaHa.
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